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Ministry strikes at tribal land rights bill

Environment Minister
A Raasaysitwill

NIRMALA GANAPATHY
NEW DELHI, APRIL 14

THE tribal land rights
bill, apet project of the UPA
government which the Prime
Minister sadwould beintro-
ducedin the ongoing session
of Parliament, is in deep
trouble. TheMinigtry of Envi-
ronment and Forest has
questioned thevery necessity
of The Scheduled Tribes
(Recognition of Forest
Rights) Bill 2005.

Inasrongly worded reac-
tion to the draft, the ministry
says the bill will destroy In-
diasforest land and the fail-
ure on the development front
should not be compensated
by gifting away India's forest
heritage. Theletter, acopy of
which iswith TheIndian Ex-
press, has been sent to the
Tribd Affarsministry, which
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had asked for an opinion
from the environment min-
istry. Environment Minister
A. Rgasad he had approved
theletter. Tribd AffarsMin-
ister A. Kyndigh said, "There
isastrongview... Let us see
how itisresolved."

The letter says, "The ap-
proach adopted in the pro-
posed bill requiring denctifi-
cation of vagt tracts of forest
lands and diminetion of legd
protection for the forest
cover, will leadtoirreparable
ecological damage of im-
mense proportion.”

"Failure on the develop-
mental front should not be
compensated by any mecha:
nism which leads to the ir-

forest heritage

reparable damege of our nat-
ural resourcebase. The draft
bill, inter aia, proposes to
compensate the failure on
the developmentd/welfare
fronts by distributing natural
resource base of the coun-
try," theletter says.

The ministry concedes
there is aneed to recognise
the traditiond rights of trib-
as over their ancestra her-
itage but not the way envis-

agedinthehill.

What the ministry finds
objectionable in the draft bill
includes giving the power of
settlementsof daimstogram
sabhas/sub-divisonal com-
mittees/district committees.
Thiswill resultinlocd vested
interests taking over, fresh
encroachments coming up
and the situation going out of
hand, it says.

The draft bill envisages
digtribution of 2.5 hectaresof
forest land to each nuclear
family. Theministry ssysthis
isagaing the god of the Na-
tional Forest Policy of 1983,



