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Summary

"How will South Asian cities be fed?" is an important question demanding attention
due to the rapidly growing urban population of the sub-continent. Urban and peri-
urban agriculture (UPA) is one set of activities resulting in greater food production,
improved livelihood opportunities for urbanites and the enhanced environmental
quality of cities. This report provides an overview of existing UPA resources and
activities in India with particular emphasis on Delhi and Bangalore though many
examples from other Indian cities are also presented.

Documentation on UPA in India is extensive, particularly concerning composting
initiatives, advances in dairying in urban and peri-urban areas and horticultural
activities in cities. In other sectors as well, such as peri-urban aquaculture
(particularly around Calcutta), the rest of the world has a tremendous amount to gain
by paying attention to what has been taking place in India.

Key research issues and challenges with respect to UPA in India and the rest of the
sub-continent involve recognising and building the innovative activities already
taking place there. This includes dissemination of information and fostering the
extension and replication of experiments and local schemes in other parts of the
region. Other challenges involve gathering more information about less documented
areas of UPA including animal husbandry, food processing and safety/health issues
and connecting India to the larger UPA world.

IDRC's "Cities Feeding People" program initiative has resulted in the Centre
becoming one of the world's foremost authorities on urban agriculture and a
prominent repository for information on UPA. The release of this report signals a
growing interest at the Centre on UPA issues in Asia, the world's most rapidly
urbanising mega-region. IDRC's South Asia Regional Office is in a position to
become actively engaged in the CFP program. Suggestions for this involvement are
highlighted in the conclusion and consist of playing a crucial role in the
dissemination of information on UPA in the sub-continent. Linking the agents
identified in this report through information and communication technologies (ICT)
and serving as a clearinghouse for this information will be pivotal. The Centre
should also draw attention to the link between improved UPA, poverty alleviation,
effective post-harvest technologies, distribution and marketing. IDRC can produce
and fund more research on UPA in the South Asian region, particularly participatory,
action-based research.

Extensive appendices accompany this document. The first lists more than 100
individuals, institutions and private sector organisations involved in UPA in India
and their full contact information including e-mail where available. The second
major appendix is a comprehensive, though certainly not exhaustive, bibliography of
almost 120 documents. Links to relevant websites are also included.
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