Meeting of the Bangalore Platform 
on May2, 2009; 5.30 pm – 6.45 pm 
at Centre for Education and Documentation, CED, Domlur


Present were: Anand, Sharad, Walter, Veena, Anita, Edwin, Sharanya, and Shruti 

Walter highlighted the suggestions made by Sharad, Siddhartha and himself. This was circulated earlier, and is attached at the end of this mail for your easy reference. There is a congruence in the suggestions made by these three. (An early suggestion from Edwin of a broader process came before the mailing list was developed, and is also attached with this collection). 

Responses and discussion on the suggestions:
1. Let us not bring religion into this process. 
But in every religion there are enunciations of some ecological principles or practices, that can be distilled and made part of thee discourse on Climate Action.

2. People need to act, participants want some activities, apart from sharpening our understanding
- why should we engage with climate change; why should I do anything about it?

3. There is the KSSP model – popularizing the understanding of CC among the people at large; 
There is also the Hyde Park model – there is space in Cubbon Park – we could make it a regular place to be, at a regular time; 
Organise an event for generalized audience; people want to do something yesterday

4. Can we broaden out the scope; look at environment problems, not just climate change
Why not call it the Bangalore Environment Platform?
We can relate to all the various environmental groups that are there in Bangalore – there are many eg CMCA(Citizen Movement on Civic Awareness) – started by Public Affairs Centres, Hasiru Usiru; they will want to have their own programmes in June; rather than just getting them onto this platform, we could participate in their events – June 5, environment day is round the corner, we should not have one more event competing for space and participation on the same day. 

5. Can we look at the tasks before the Bangalore Platform as – education, policy and
equity issues and climate friendly practices:

· public education on impacts and adaptation, impact especially as we are in a tropical, and monsoon area – focus on Bangalore eg transportation, construction, water, power; and as a capital city, its impacts on the countryside – the State as a whole 

· apply the same principles of international equity and develop principles of domestic equity - the sense of fair internal responsibility of Bangalore; moral responsibility - consumption, equity and policy issues; and 

· the applications of mitigation / adaptation practices 


short-term goal – in view of these complexities whether or not we should have the platform;

6. Let us organize an event in June, but not on environment day – already existing organizations and networks will have planned their programmes. This will focus on the specific stances of the Platform: what does the platform stand for?. can it catalyse people - what section of people?

Edwin volunteered to join the core group – he did not earlier, because he was expected to be out of Bangalore for the next three months, but he is back. Any others who wish to do so, are most welcome.

Finalised: Let us organize an event in June, the core group start discussion by email, and meet if necessary - what is the basic understanding within the group? Let the event focus on the Platform's understanding of the science, policy and ethical issues, and programmes / activities that emerge from this.

